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increasing the hours of labour. They know without the help
of any experts that to support their tribe, they will need
to plant a certain number of acres of taro and igname. The
labour is shared more or less equally by the whole tribe, and
if a member is sick or crippled or crazy, he gets an equal
share of the food—in fact, if he's crazy he will get a bigger
share, because crazy people are venerated amongst the
tribesmen. What they can grow over and above their needs
can be exchanged for some luxury items.
If some of our experts were to go among them for a time
and forget all the economics and political theories they
have ever learnt, forget to ask the natives whether they
believe in national socialism, capitalism, democracy, socialism,
fascism or communism or Douglas credit, he would find that
they reckoned him crazy for even bothering to inquire why
their system worked so well. It's so absurdly simple. As
long as there's land, rain, sun and seed, everybody can be
happy and well fed. The economist would have a terrible
job explaining that sometimes in Australia9 because of the
state of world markets, wheat was unsaleable, and had to
be stored on the wharves and in silos while many people
wouldn't get enough bread to eat because, until the wheat
was sold there wouldn't be enough money to give the people
to buy the wheat. It would be difficult to explain to ignorant
natives that one of the reasons why people went hungry, was
that there was too much food. Providing the natives didn't
think he was crazy the first time, and just turn him out to
wander among the tribes, they would pull out a long string
of tiny shells, pierced through the centre and threaded on
a, long piece of coconut fibre.
'This is our money,5 they would say. 'We can make as
much of it as we like, as long as we have the patience to do it.
But it only has value because it's beautiful and takes a long
time to make. We don't go hungry because we don't have
any of this. We have our bellies filled first before we start
collecting things like this. What do you mean by saying that
those people can't buy bread until they have money, and
they can't have money because they can't sell the wheat ?

